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For the second month in a row, Chatham’s unseasonably warm 
weather provided a great day for a S.W.A.R.M. launch.  Our 
regular Saturday launch day was just too busy for anyone to get 
to the field and Sunday was a bit windy, but, luckily, Monday 
was the Family Day holiday, so a launch was still in the cards. 
Although their was only one flyer, there was a good group of 
spectators, including our field owner, Jeff, and several 
members of his extended family who were visiting for the day. 
Only four rockets went up—actually, three rockets went up but 
four engines were used.  First up was the usual field tester, 
the gold Big Bertha.  It flew beautifully on both a B6-4 and a 
C6-3 and recovered near the pad on a large, caution tape 
streamer both flights.  Next was the tall Quest SuperEagle.  
This one got stuck on the rod, although the engine burned 
beautifully.  The model survived fairly well, with just a 
slightly warped plastic engine retainer.  However, our 
ceramic tile blast deflector crumbled to pieces under the 
heat of the C6-3 exhaust!  Perhaps a slightly bigger space 
between the tail of the rockets and the plate should be 
used next time.  The likely culprits of this misfire mishap 
were likely a slightly rough launch rod and a narrow 
plastic launch lug.   
The final rocket put up for February was a Madcow 
Discovery built by some physics students a couple of 
years ago.  It flew on an Estes F15-4 to its usual altitude of about 
500’.  Although it had a ring of tape around the nosecone shoulder, there was still a 
separation at ejection, causing the cone to come in ballistic.  From now own, this is something that 
must be looked at with more scrutiny.  Perhaps larger rockets with payload sections should have a 
redundant attachment method, like a cord connecting the cone to the payload tube. 
Even with the two mishaps, this was the second consecutive month of fair weather launching for 2017.  
Perhaps March will bring us a third, and we will be a quarter of the way through an entire year’s worth 
of launches. 
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The Good Ol’ Big Bertha About to Test The 
Air at S.W.A.R.M.’s February Launch. 
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S.W.A.R.M. is not the only chartered section of the 
National Association of Rocketry based in Canada.  
Two more clubs have sprung up:  Astronautical 
Society of Toronto and Airdrie Space Science Club 
out of Alberta.  AST has a rich history of rocketry in 

Meeting Highlights 
January 14, 2017 
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Ontario and S.W.A.R.M. is excited to 
be included in a revised version of 
one of their activities. 
The Ontario Team Championship 
was last run in 1982 and is making a 
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Join SWARM Today! 
Senior (21+) Membership— 
1 year $15 (includes a S.W.A.R.M. patch or pin) 
$10/year thereafter 
 
Leader (16-20) Membership— 
1 year $5 
 
Junior (under 16) Membership— 
free 
 
Check out the S.W.A.R.M. website for more details. 
 
www.swarmnar.weebly.com 

The S.W.A.R.M. business card 

Updated Flight Stats 
As of February 21, 2017 

9 flights down and only 138 more to go to beat last year’s record of 146! 
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comeback in 2017.  AST and 
S.W.A.R.M. are teaming up to 

compete for this vintage trophy in a two-part 
meet to be held April 8 in Chatham and June 
17 in Guelph (where the AST flying field is 
located). 
The S.W.A.R.M. events will include Precision 

4

Payload, Predicted Altitude, C Payload, and B 
Altitude.  Altimeters will be needed for all events. 
The events hosted by AST will be A Rocket Glide 
Duration, FAI A Helicopter Duration, Fragile 
Precision Payload, and FAI A Streamer Duration. 
The section that scores the most points in all eight 
events will be the Ontario Team Champions 2017 
and will be awarded the event trophy for one year.   

cont. 


