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Recently, the opportunity to acquire some new 

launch equipment presented itself to S.W.A.R.M.  

Tripoli Pittsburgh was updating their launch 

controller and was looking to sell their old system 

at a greatly discounted price. 

The system consists of an LCO control console 

(pictured on right), a remote firing box for the 

model rocket range (below, 1), another remote 

firing box for the high power range, connecting 

cable for the model rocket range, 150’ of cable for 

the high power range, igniter leads, and two bins 

for storage and transport.  The system was made 

by Transolve and the wooden cases were added 

by the Tripoli Pittsburgh club.  Two 9V batteries 

power the LCO console, with an additional 12V 

battery needed for each set of away pads (model 

and high power).  The console can accommodate 
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up to ten model rocket pads and ten high power 

pads. 

I was a bit leery of buying an old, used system but 

the price was certainly right and John Brohm, who 

arranged the purchase, fully analyzed and tested 

the system.  According to John, this is “a 

professional grade system” that is “well thought 

out, and the firing and continuity circuits are well 

engineered.”  He even wrote up a seven page 

technical manual on how the system works!  The 

manual can be found on the S.W.A.R.M. website 

under “Documents.” 

The system has made its way into Canada, 

thanks to Mark Halinaty.  It should be ready to go 

for our June launch. 
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Recently, I have attended several fundraisers for 

various organizations in Chatham-Kent.  Bingos, 

quarter auctions, and walks have all helped to 

raise money for charities and clubs in recent 

months.  My thoughts, as usual, turned to 

S.W.A.R.M.  What could we be doing to raise 

money?  Better yet, what would we do with any 

money we raise? 

In terms of fund raising possibilities, I have come 

across several more than those already 

mentioned.  The former Ursuline College 

Rocketry Club was quite successful selling 

apples, although the orchard that helped us out 

no longer exists.  Also along the sales line is 

popcorn from Kernels.  They do have a program 

for clubs and teams, which could be worth 

investigating.  I know that bingo nights in 

Chatham are already booking into 2017 and that 

there is a minimum of 200 ticket sales, which 

Upcoming S.W.A.R.M. 
Events 

 
May 21:  Victoria Day 

Weekend Celebration Launch 
 

June 11:  Regular Meeting 
 

June 18:  Regular Launch 
 

July 9:  Regular Meeting 
 

July 16:  Regular Launch 
 

August 13:  Regular Meeting 
 

August 20:  Regular Launch 

Chris Halinaty NAR #85414 
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might be a little too much for our small club.  

Quarter auctions are very popular but I’m not sure 

how long that trend will last; worth investigating, 

though.  Several organizations have held test-

drives for car companies that donate a set amount 

per drive.  Eligibility for such an event would need 

to be looked into, as we are not a school or 

charitable group.   

As far as what to do with the money, I have a few 

ideas.  We already have a great launch system 

that should be usable for several years (see page 

1), along with a sound system, and water pump.  

Perhaps using the funds for community outreach, 

like building kits and launching with different 

schools would be a good idea.  This would 

certainly be of benefit to the club in terms of new 

members and good public relations.  If we would 

like to use some funds for club members more 

directly, maybe buying materials for a club project 

like a large, high power rocket would be fun.  Of 

course, being able to launch HPR first would be 

necessary, but that is something that we are 

currently working on.  Some funds might also be 

used for funding competition for junior members.  

Getting more junior members involved in The 

Harvest Classic would be a great place to start.  

Perhaps we could purchase kits and engines that 

would be appropriate for our upcoming events and 

hold build sessions prior to launch.   

President’s Perspective 
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How to get started 
There is no right or wrong way to get started in 

model rocketry.  We do, however, have some 

helpful tips to get your first rocket off the ground. 

Come to the next SWARM launch 

and take in all of the action.  You 

can talk to any SWARM member 

to find out why they love rocketry. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

Start your journey into the world’s fastest 
hobby now!  Check out SWARM’s 

website today! 
www.swarmnar.weebly.com 

Get help choosing a model that is 

appropriate for your building skills.  

We would love to offer some 

building advice so that your 

experience goes smoothly. 

Bring your finished model to 

another launch and put it up!  

You’ll love it so much you’ll want to 

join SWARM and the NAR on the 

spot! 

 

Recently, S.W.A.R.M. member Mark Halinaty 

designed, purchased, and donated patches 

and pins to the club.  They both feature the 

original club logo with the hive southwestern 

Ontario graphic on a blue background. 

First time members will now be asked for $15 

to join S.W.A.R.M. but will have their choice of 

either a pin or a badge.  After the first year, 

regular memberships are still only $10 per 

year.  Any S.W.A.R.M. member can be the 

proud owner of a pin or a badge (or both) for 

just $5 each.  All sales money will go directly 

back to the club for regular use.   

Thanks, Mark, for this excellent donation to 

the club!  I will wear mine proudly! 

S.W.A.R.M. Swag 



 

 

Competition Conversation 
This year’s NARAM events have been 
announced!  They include: 

Ø Plastic Model Conversion 
Ø E Scale Altitude (Altimeter) 
Ø G Streamer Duration 
Ø D Rocket Glider Multi-round 
Ø C Parachute Duration Multi-round 
Ø A Helicopter Duration 
Ø 1/2A Super-roc Altitude (Altimeter) 
Ø Open Spot Landing 
Ø Research & Development 

S.W.A.R.M. is planning a spring competition with 
similar events.  Join now and get some practice! 

Photo by Chris Taylor 

Construction:  The GTS-1 is a “ready to 
build” kit that is very easy to assemble.  Some 
gluing is needed for the engine mount and the 
fins but no finishing is required other than 
adding self-adhesive decals.  All in all, it 
shouldn’t take an experienced modeler (or a 
beginner, for that matter!) more than an hour 
to put together.  Waiting for the glue to dry is p 
the most time consuming part of construction. 
 
Flight:  A B6-4 engine lifts this model to a 
respectable altitude that allows for easy 
recovery.  An A-engine keeps it pretty low but 
isn’t a problem even with a little more than the 
stated weight of 2.2 oz.  For a small field, 
flying on an A8-3 makes recovery quite easy.  
I have had three flights on mine so far, with no 
damage whatsoever.  The parachute provided 
is definitely an “eye-catching” design, as 
stated on the box. 
 
Overall:  If you are looking for an easy kit to 
build with no painting required, then this is the 
model for you.  It looks and flies great and can 

be found for under $5 online with a 
little searching.  The Red Giant 

and Lunar Shuttle are the 
other two rockets in this 
series by MPC and are 
certainly worth a try based 
on the GTS-1 and their 
low price. 

Quick Kit Review: 
 
MPC GTS-1 Galactic Training Ship 
By Chris Halinaty NAR 85414 
 
Length:  19” 
Diameter:  1.38” 
Weight:  2.2 oz 
Rec. Engines:  A6-4; A8-3; B6-4; C6-5 
 

Currently $5 at 
erockets.biz!  

Get yours now! The MPC GTS-1 (Galactic Training Ship) 
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Member Achievements 
Chris Halinaty 
13 mm ¼ A 
 ½ A 
 A 
18 mm A 
 B 
 C 
Endurance ¼ A, ½ A, A 
 A, B, C 
Altitude 500’ 
Staging 1 
 2 
Payload Standard 
Competition Duration 
 

Matt Turner 
Altitude 500’ 
 1000’ 
Staging 1 
 2 
Payload Standard 
 Altimiter 
Competition Duration 
 

Mark Halinaty 
Staging 1 
Payload Standard 
Competition Duration 
 

Grace Halinaty 
18 mm A 
 B 
Staging 1 
Payload Standard 
Competition Duration 
 

Charlotte Halinaty 
18 mm A 
 B 
Staging 1 
Payload Standard 
Competition Duration 
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Join SWARM Today! 
Senior (21+) Membership— 
1 year $15 (includes a S.W.A.R.M. patch or pin) 
 
Leader (16-20) Membership— 
1 year $5 
 
Junior (under 16) Membership— 
free 
 
Check out the S.W.A.R.M. website for more 
details. 

SWARM NAR #752 

Flying model rockets come in a countless variety of shapes and sizes.  As a S.W.A.R.M. 
member, you will have the opportunity to share in others’ builds and purchase whatever type of 
rocket you want.  You can even learn how to design your own using free computer software! 

S.W.A.R.M. Headquarters 
119 Greenfield Lane 
Chatham, ON N7L 5N5 
 
web:  www.swarmnar.weebly.com 
 
facebook:  https://goo.gl/4ydSqe 
 
google+:  swarm 752 

Visit SWARM by scanning this 
code with your mobile device. 

2016 NAR and Model Rocketry Events 
 
Jackson Model Rocket Club 
Spring Fling Regional (April 23-24) 
Manchester, MI 
 
PSC’s SCST XVI  (April 30, May 1) 
Pittsburgh, PA 
 
NSL  (May 28-30) 
Manchester, TN 
 
ECRM Regional  (June 18-19) 
Mount Airy, MD 
 
CanAm Cup  (June 25-26) 
Muskegon, MI 
 
NARAM 58  (July 23-29) 
Walnut Grove, Missouri 
 
PSC’s CMMF IV  (October 15-16) 
Pittsburgh, PA 
 

Competing at Harvest Classic 2015 


