
 

 

 
National Association of 
Rocketry and SWARM! 
South Western (Ontario) 
Association of Rocket Modellers 
becomes an official NAR section 

July, 2015 Official newsletter of SWARM NAR#752 

More inside! 

Get every issue of “The Buzz” 
to keep up to date with what’s 
happening with S.W.A.R.M.--

free online with your 
membership or just $3 per 

colour print copy. 
 

  Ask for it at your local hobby 
shop, too! 

Get the BUZZ! 
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On the pad at NARAM-56 (Photo  by Chris Taylor ) 
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S.W.A.R.M. is proud to be the first section of the 

National Association of Rocketry in Canada!  The 

N.A.R. was formed in 1957 to provide the 

opportunity for eager young space enthusiasts to 

safely build and fly model rockets.  Today there are 

more than 5800 current members across the globe.  

Hundreds of sections have been formed over the 

years in the U.S. but S.W.A.R.M. is the first official 

section in Canada.  Being sanctioned 

by the N.A.R. means that 

S.W.A.R.M. can receive up to $250 

per year in grant money, is covered 
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What is Model Rocketry? 

There are several types of rocketry—model, high 

power, and experimental.  Model rocketeers typically 

build and fly rockets made from cardboard tubes and 

plastic or balsa nose cones and fins.  Rocket motors 

are classified using letters, with each successive 

letter having twice the impulse range of the previous.  

Model rocket engines range from A through G and 

are available for anyone to use, although E, F, and 

G engines must be purchased by an adult.  High 

power rocketry involves engines ranging from H to 

O.  Flyers must become certified through the 

National Association of Rocketry or the Tripoli 

Rocketry Association to be eligible to fly high power.  

Several S.W.A.R.M. members have completed their 

Level 1 certification.  Experimental rocketry deals 

with making your own engines and is restricted to 

Tripoli members.  This can be a dangerous task and 

is not sanctioned by the NAR.   

Beyond this general framework, model rocketry has 

so much variation.  There are many recovery 

methods (streamer, parachute, glider, helicopter); 

there is competition; there are electronic altimeters 

Upcoming Events 

June 25-29:   
LDRS, Potter, NY 

 
July 4:  Thamesville 
Threshing Festival 

 
July 11:  Meeting 

 
July 18:  Launch 

 
July 25-31 

NARAM, Tuscon, AZ 
 

August 8:  Meeting 
 

August 15:  Launch 

Competitive Rocketry—Just Do It! 
Feel the need to fly higher?  Stay in the air longer?  Look 
even better?  Then competitive rocketry is for you.  The 
best way to start challenging your skills with some 
friendly competition is to register for S.W.A.R.M.’s 
Harvest Classic 2015.  Last year’s events included A-
engine Parachute Duration, B-engine Streamer Duration, 
Predicted Duration, and Open Spot Landing.  This year’s 
event is sure to feature several events that are easy to 
start with, even for a novice rocketeer.  Sign up today at 
S.W.A.R.M.’s website.  Join S.W.A.R.M. and you can 
access the club’s competition forum too! 
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Join Today! 
There are so many advantages to becoming a 

S.W.A.R.M. member.  You have access to a great 

flying field for monthly launches and all launch 

equipment is provided!  You can access the 

experience and expertise of some great model and 

high power certified flyers.  You have a venue to 

hone your rocketry skills through our S.T.A.G.E.R. 

programme.  You can compete at our annual 

competition or even represent S.W.A.R.M. at other 

competitions like the National Association of 

Rocketry Annual Meet, held each year somewhere 

in the United States.  There are opportunities to 

build launch equipment, contribute to our website, 

write for “The Buzz,”—the list goes on and on.  So 

grab a membership form and join today! 

How to get started 
There is no right or wrong way to get started in 

model rocketry.  We do, however, have some 

helpful tips to get your first rocket off the ground. 

cont. 

Come to the next SWARM launch 

and take in all of the action.  You 

can talk to any SWARM member 

to find out why they love rocketry. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

Start your journey into the world’s fastest 
hobby now!  Check out SWARM’s 

website today! 
www.swarmnar.weebly.com 

Get help choosing a model that is 

appropriate for your building skills.  

We would love to offer some 

building advice so that your 

experience goes smoothly. 

Bring your finished model to 

another launch and put it up!  

You’ll love it so much you’ll want to 

join SWARM and the NAR on the 

spot! 
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by an excellent insurance policy, and can host 

sanctioned N.A.R. competitions. 

Our grant money has already allowed us to 

purchase a P.A. system, water pump, and 

altimeter.  We also host an annual competition—

The Harvest Classic—every fall.  There are 

limitless opportunities to get involved and meet 

some new friends. 
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Join SWARM Today! 
Senior (21+) Membership— 
1 year $10 
 
Leader (16-20) Membership— 
1 year $5 
 
Junior (under 16) Membership— 
free 

Check out the SWARM website for more 
details. 

SWARM NAR #752 

Flying model rockets come in a countless variety 

of shapes and sizes.  As a S.W.A.R.M. member, 

you will have the opportunity to share in others’ 

builds and purchase whatever type of rocket you 

want.  You can even learn how to design your own 

using free computer software! 

119 Greenfield Lane 
Chatham, ON N7L 5N5 

www.swarmnar.weebly.com 

Visit SWARM by scanning this 

code with your mobile device. 

Construction:  The Generic E2X (couldn’t 
Estes have come up with a better name?) truly 
is easy to build.  The recent redesign even 
eliminates the need for plastic model cement 
to attach the plastic fin unit.  The body tube is 
smooth, so it looks great, even without 
painting.  After about 30 minutes (or even 
less!) it is ready to fly!  The toughest part of 
the build is applying the decals.  They must be 
cut out and they are easily removed from the 
backing, which means they sometimes fold up 

on themselves.  If one does 
get messed up, though, there 
are plenty more supplied with 
each kit. 
Flight:  The Generic E2X is a 
great, dependable flier on A, 
B, and C engines.  The 1/2A 
is a recommended engine but 
I haven’t used one of them 
yet. 
Overall:  This is a great kit for 
use with a large group of first 
time builders! 

Quick Kit Review: 
Estes Generic E2X 
By Chris Halinaty NAR 85414 


